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The Gates Foundation and its Alliance for a Green Revolution in 
Africa (AGRA) project are funding agricultural development in 

Africa claiming to reduce hunger. But farmers, activists, and civil 
society organizations in Africa and the US are concerned that their 

corporate-driven, industrial approach will degrade the 
environment, push farmers off their land, increase hunger, and 

ultimately make things worse. 

Graph represents Gates Foundation ties to Monsanto in Kenya, 2009, 

starting with the hiring of former Monsanto VP Rob Horsch (central axis). 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Why Do AGRA and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) Need Watching? 
 

“AGRA is poison for our farming systems and livelihoods. Under the philanthropic banner of 
greening agriculture, AGRA will eventually eat away what little is left of sustainable small-scale 
farming in Africa.”  -Kenya Biodiversity Coalition (KBioC) 

 

 The Gates Foundation and AGRA work closely with transnational corporations (like Monsanto) to develop 

markets for the private sector at the expense of farmers and consumers 

 Their push to spread industrial, high-tech agriculture makes farmers dependent on expensive, market-based 

inputs that are environmentally destructive and will lead to increased farmer debt and dispossession 
 

“The technologies that are promoted by the Gates Foundation in Africa are not farmer-friendly or 
environmentally friendly. Some of them have not been tested fully to determine their effects on the 
environment and consumers.” - Grow Biointensive Agricultural Center of Kenya (G-BIACK) 

 

 The Foundation’s theory of change acknowledges that their strategy will lead to “land mobility” – a euphemism 

for farmers being pushed off their land and into urban slums 

 AGRA was developed without  consulting African farmer organizations and is not participatory or African-led 
 

“You come. You buy the land. You make a plan. You build a house. Now you ask me, what 
color do I want to paint the kitchen? This is not participation!”    
- Simon Mwamba, East African Small-Scale Farmers’ Federation at a forum on AGRA 

 

 Both AGRA and BMGF lobby for regulatory frameworks that will privatize seed and pave the way for 

genetically modified crops to flood the continent 

 They continue to ignore concerns raised by African farmers, consumers, and civil society organizations 

about their work! 
 

ANOTHER VISION FOR AFRICAN AGRICULTURE 
 

“African farmers are seeking food sovereignty, not imposed unhealthy foods and 
GMOs!” – Samuel Nderitu, Kenyan farmer 

 

Recent scientific reports, including the UN and World Bank sponsored 2008 IAASTD report, overwhelmingly conclude 
that feeding the world and preserving the environment will require moving away from industrial agriculture and 
techno-fixes (like genetic engineering) and toward small-scale agroecological farming. Meanwhile, a growing 
international movement of peasant farmers, fisherfolk, rural women, landless workers, and indigenous peoples are 
calling for food sovereignty – the right to define their own food and agriculture systems – as a solution to hunger, 
poverty, and climate crisis. 

  …Will the Gates Foundation listen? 

 

 

 

 

What is the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA)? 
 

AGRA is a multi-million dollar initiative of the Bill and Melinda Gates and Rockefeller Foundations established in 2006 with the 
aim of reducing hunger in Africa by increasing the productivity of small-scale farmers with “improved” varieties of seed and 
chemical fertilizers. Though AGRA is considered by the Gates Foundation to be its “African face”, the Foundation itself is funding 
many other agricultural development projects on the continent, many of them involving genetic engineering. 

 

Who We Are: AGRA Watch is a grassroots, Seattle-based group that challenges the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation’s agricultural development programs in Africa while supporting African-initiated programs 

rooted in agroecological and indigenous farming practices, social equity, and food sovereignty. AGRA Watch 

works in solidarity with African farmers and civil society organizations to resist undemocratic, unaccountable 

projects pushed from the outside and to build community-based solutions to hunger, poverty, and climate 

change on the African continent, in Seattle and the US, and around the world. Check out our website for 

more information or to get involved! http://www.seattleglobaljustice.org/agrawatch/  

http://www.seattleglobaljustice.org/agrawatch/

